68               How to know the Indian Waders.

The Cranes are also large and lanky, but have straight
rather slight bills, and no web between the toes.
except a small one between the two outer.

The Bails are of moderate or small size, very slab-sided,
short-winged and tailed and with no web at all
between the toes.

The Fin foot has a well-developed tail and very short legs
with lobed toes.

The Bustards have rather small heads and bills, and very
short toes, only three in number ; they are of large
or medium size.

The Store-birds, under which title come the Plovers,
Snippets, Snipe, and so forth, are medium-sized
or small birds with but few points in common,
the chief being that the mouth does not run further
back than the forehead, which gives them a very
characteristic expression.

In this family there are two very distinct types of form ;
the Plovers, with short pigeon-like bills and big
heads and eyes ; and the Snipes and their allies,
with smaller heads and eyes and bills, always rather
longer than a pigeon's and often very long indeed.

The Grab-Plover has black and white plumage, a crow-
like beak, and partly webbed feet.

The Thick-knees have large heads and yellow eyes, stout
bills with gape going back beyond the forehead,
and three short toes.

The Coursers and Pratincoles are much like Plovers, ex-
cept for the mouth going further back than the
forehead; the latter also having swallow-like wings*

The Jacands by their long thin toes with enormously long
nearly straight claws.

Of these the Flamingoes stand quite alone ; the Rails
and Cranes are undoubtedly very closely allied;
the Bustards are related either to them or to the